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during two hours. Then 'voices,3 footsteps, and the sounds of
things being dragged about were heard. Another phenomenon,
which persisted throughout the investigation, was an aural
impression as of some one reading aloud. No words could be
distinguished, but the tone and the cadence always reminded
them of a priest 'saying his office.5
Miss Freer and her friends saw the phantasm of a nun gliding
up a glen, when the snow lay thick on the ground. The figure
stopped, looked at Miss Freer, and then slowly mounted a slope
apparently too steep for a human to climb. Then she dis-
appeared. This nun was seen on many occasions, and once
Miss Freer saw her in tears. She says: 'Her weeping seemed to
me passionate and unrestrained,5 and added that cshe speaks
upon a rather high note with a quality of youth in her voice.5
By means of a Ouija board, they ascertained that the nun's
name was e Ishbel,5 but not much reliance can be placed on this
method of obtaining c information/
From the diary that Miss Freer kept, and in which she re-
corded every incident, it is clear that the major phenomena at
Ballechin House were of typical Poltergeist origin. We read of
many footsteps, voices, dragging of heavy objects, pattering
sounds, explosive bangs, reading in monotone, knockings,
crashes, 'movements of animals,' groans, falls of heavy objects,
rappings, metallic sounds, thumps on doors, footsteps in locked
and empty rooms, shuffling sounds, and so on.
A number of distinguished persons visited Ballechin during
the investigation, and among them were F. ,W. H. Myers and
Sir (then Mr) Oliver Lodge. Sir Oliver said that he had heard
knocks on the wall, a sawing noise, and a droning and a wailing
sound. He also heard raps, some of which, he remarked,c seemed
intelligent.5
Miss Freer and her party remained at Ballechin House for
about three months, and the result of their investigation was that
they were convinced that the phenomena were paranormal, I
agree.
The inquiry was carefully planned and carried out, and
though scientific psychical research was then only in its infancy,